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This last year brought many 
changes to the Prescott 
Valley Parks and Recreation, 
Arts and Culture, and the 
Library. In September 2021, 
these departments merged 
into a super department 
called Community Services. 
This hasn’t been an easy 
task. We did considerable 
restructuring in both 
departments to ensure 
balanced leadership. 

As we were pushing through the 
details, before COVID, the Parks 
and Recreation Department, just 
finished their 2020 Master Plan. 
Based on this cohesive plan, and 
community input, strategies are in 
place to enhance our programming 
offerings and special events. We have 
an amazing young team in Parks 
and Recreation who have a passion 
for helping people improve their 
quality of life. We have big plans! In 
September, we plan to open a splash 
pad in Antelope Park, including 
pickleball courts.  We will unveil 
the Jenkins Obelisk sculpture, by 
artist Ed Reilly, and Flora and Fauna 
sculpture, by artist Tom White. We 
are working on providing more arts 

and cultural events, food festivals, 
programs for teens, expanding our 
adult and youth sports leagues and 
classes, and youth day camps next 
summer. Our eyes might be bigger 
than our staff and budget, but we 
are all high achievers and we will 
work hard to up our game of quality 
events and program offerings for our 
community. 

Unlike most businesses and 
government agencies, the library 
did not completely close during 
COVID. Fortunately, we had our 
drive-up window, and we were able 
to continue to check out materials 
to the public. Once we opened 
fully, we provided computers and 
wi-fi hotspots to students and 

Always evolving for a better tomorrow...
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

2001142

New, low  auto rates.
Same good 
neighbor.

State Farm ®  has new, lower 
auto rates, so you can save 
more cash and get local 
service that’s always the  
real deal. Call me today for  
a quote.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there. ®

Here's the deal, Quad Cities.Eric Strobel, Agent
2485 N Great Western Drive
Prescott Valley, AZ  86314
Bus: 928-772-8338
www.ericstrobel.com

others in the community who were 
without. Just this month, the library 
received over seven Library Services 
Technology Act grants (LSTA), plus an 
American Rescue Plan Allocations 
grant.  Not a lot of people know 
that libraries throughout the United 
States rely on grant funding through 
the Institute of Museums and Library 
Services (IMLS), which includes LSTA 
grants. IMLS was established in 1996 
to support libraries and museums 
to sustain lifelong learning and 
cultural heritage. These funds allow 
libraries to promote early literacy, 
digital literacy, STEM, art, inclusive 
and accessible learning, innovation, 
and critical thinking.   One of the 
largest grants will be used to create 

a “Tween Space,” which focuses 
on kids between the ages of 9-13. 
During our community assessment, 
this was a service gap we weren’t 
addressing. Our middle schoolers 
use our library but feel out of place 
in the Children’s area and are too 
young for our Teen area. We are 
excited to order materials, furniture, 
and other cool gear for our Tweens 
and give them their own space and 
programming to continue their 
library journey with us.

I believe our new super department 
will be able to hit on all aspects 
of our community’s needs from 
education, improve quality of life, 
promote economic development, 
support small businesses, and be 

a center for the arts. I couldn’t be 
prouder of the staff we have and 
their passion and skills to fulfi ll all 
those needs.

PRESCOTT VALLEY COMMUNITY SERVICES 2.0
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After fi nding new homes for thousands of homeless cats and dogs 
over the past 18 years, United Animal Friends (UAF) has fi nally 
found a home of its own. Thanks to a very generous bequest from 
the estate of local animal lover Margaret Stidworthy, UAF has 
been able to purchase an ideal property in Prescott. The shaded 
2.3-acre site, which they are calling the “Rescue Ranch,” includes 
a house, casita and barn, and has enough additional space for a 
future shelter for dogs and cats. The property is centrally located 

for the convenience of UAF volunteers and adopters coming from anywhere in the Quad City area, and is adjacent 
to the Peavine Trail, which will allow volunteer dog walkers to exercise pups who will be staying at the property.

While the bequest from Mrs. 
Stidworthy enabled UAF to purchase 
the property, the organization is 
seeking donations to help build 
the shelter and to maximize the 
potential of the property until the 
shelter can be built. In addition 
to monetary donations, the 
organization’s current needs include 
gravel for the driveway and parking 
area, no-climb fencing, concrete to 
fi nish the daytime dog runs, and 
corrugated steel or other material 
that can be used for privacy fencing. 
Also needed is a person with welding 
equipment and experience to build 
framework for stainless steel kennels, 
which the group already has.  

If you can help with any of these 
needs, please contact UAF President 

Joellyn Nusbaum at uafdogs@
gmail.com. Cash donations are 
greatly appreciated and may be 
made by mail to P.O. Box 11133, 
Prescott, AZ 86304 or online at 
www.unitedanimalfriends.org. 
All donations are tax deductible.

Arielle Mason, a Phoenix-based 
architectural designer, is drafting 
the building plans free of charge 
to help the organization. Other 
businesses have also donated or 
provided services at a reduced fee, 
such as Neumann High Country 
Garage Doors, who installed doors 
on the formerly doorless barn; 
Hubb Contracting LLC, who framed 
up the door openings, cleaned 
up the property and performed 
numerous other improvements; 

and ArrowSeal, who helped with 
heating and cooling needs. UAF is 
extremely grateful for this support, 
as every dollar saved on property 
improvements and building costs 
can go toward helping animals in 
need. 

Making the shelter a reality will 
take time and a major fundraising 
campaign, but UAF is making good 
use of the property in the meantime. 
In addition to serving as a central 
location for storage of equipment 
and pet food, the Rescue Ranch 
is being used for board meetings, 
volunteer gatherings and fundraisers, 
such as their recent “Down for Dogs” 
yoga fundraiser on the shaded lawn. 
An on-site manager is living in the 
house and will be fostering dogs and 

United Animal Friends Rescue Ranch
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Prescott Valley:
928-775-0322

Cottonwood:
928-649-0590

cats in the house and casita until the 
shelter is built. 

Since 2003, dedicated UAF 
volunteers have been fostering 
dogs and cats in their homes, but 
there simply are not enough fosters 
to accommodate the number of 
animals who are at risk of being 
euthanized in overcrowded shelters. 
In order to save as many as possible, 
UAF pays for boarding in local 
veterinary clinics and boarding 
facilities until they are adopted, or 
a foster becomes available. While 
fostering will remain UAF’s primary 
focus, having a shelter facility will 
allow them to have a more personal 

relationship with the 
dogs and cats who don’t 
have a foster, so they can 
better assess and address 
their needs. Having the 
ability to spend more 
time with each animal 
will result in even better 
matches between pets 
and adopters.

United Animal Friends is 
volunteer based 501(c)3 
nonprofi t group founded 
in 2003. The organization 

has found loving homes for more 
than 6,000 cats and dogs through 
its Adoption Program, helped spay 
or neuter more than 20,000 
through its various Spay/
Neuter Programs, distributed 
more than 400,000 pounds of 
food to clients who otherwise 
could not afford to feed their 
pets through its Community 
Pet Food Bank, and paid for 
emergency veterinary services 
for over a thousand community 
pets through its Emergency 
Medical Program.  After 18 
years of serving the community 
without a central location, the 

rescue is very excited about this new 
chapter in their story.  

United Animal Friends’ mission is 
to provide rescue programs and 
services to animals and those who 
care for them.  Its primary goals are 
saving the lives of adoptable dogs 
and cats; fi nding the best home for 
each animal in its care; reducing pet 
overpopulation through its spay/
neuter programs; feeding hungry 
animals through its Community Pet 
Food Bank; and relieving suffering 
and facilitating the compassionate 
treatment of animals.

United Animal Friends Down for Dogs Yoga Class

United Animal Friends Barn

Providing rescue  programs and services to 
animals and those who care for them.
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When you think of a dog toy, what comes to mind? Is it a tennis ball, a squeaky toy shaped like some other animal, 
or a simple rope? There is no doubt the pet retailers have plenty to choose from. In my experience, it does not 
take much to entertain my dog – a football with a squeaker in the middle is just fi ne for her to play fetch with. The 
problem is, as we know, fetch requires a person to throw the ball. Since I work in an offi ce, on days that I bring my 
energetic young dog with me to work, I want to give her something to do 
in between outside breaks that might not exactly require my attention. 
Just like giving a tablet to a child, there are ways to keep your dog 
occupied, simultaneously offering a mind-enriching experience that is 
about more than just keeping them busy.

ANIMAL ENRICHMENT: RETHINKING

There are plenty of toys and puzzles that are available to purchase for ready-to-go 
enrichment. Toys are available for all stages of a dog’s life – for the pups who like to 
chew, cuddle, or prefer food rewards. Here are a couple of my personal favorites:

Snuffl e Mats – Typically an array of tassels that you can hide small treats and kibble 
inside. It requires your dog to seek out the food reward, much like scatter feeding. 
This is not ideal for dogs that like to chew stuff up! You do not want them to shred or 
ingest the fabric of a snuffl e mat.

Vannon Pet Snuffl e Mat
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Licking Pads – These have different levels of “diffi culty” and can be fi lled with wet food, 
peanut butter, and other food dogs love. Freeze it and let your dog lick away! This is a 
great exercise for dogs with anxiety to keep their minds busy during times like bath-time 
or nail trimming.

Treat-Stuffed Toys – Some puzzles allow you to put individual 
pieces of kibble or small treats into something like a ball, and 
your dog has to line up holes or move pieces around in order to 
receive the food reward.

There are a lot of ways to mentally stimulate your dog, no matter 
what stage they are. It will keep them from getting bored, 
which can sometimes lead to chewing things up that you would 
probably rather stay intact! The benefi ts of offering enriching toys 
to your dog is endless!

PET TOYS  By Cheyenne Brown
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At Yavapai Humane Society, caring 
for animals isn’t just what we do, it’s 
who we are!  

Our main campus is located at 1625 
Sundog Ranch Road, and home to our 
Adoptions Center and our Lost and Found 
Department. We have been serving our 

community since 1972 with an average 
of 3,000 animals coming through our 
facility every year!  If you do the math on 
that, it shows over 141,000 animals have 
found homes through Yavapai Humane 
Society. Our main priority is making 
sure that every animal is fed, taken care 
of medically & physically, cared for and 
loved until they fi nd forever homes. 
All our animals go through behavior 
assessments and are worked with on any 
issues they may have, if needed. They are 
also spayed or neutered, microchipped 
and fully vaccinated before adoption.

Our Lost & Found Department is where 
everything starts when an animal comes 
to us, whether it comes in as a stray, 
surrendered by owner or another reason.  
They work diligently to reunite lost 
animals with their owners and average 

40-80 animals per month returned safely 
home! Both Adoptions and Lost & Found 
can be reached at 928-445-2666.

Our Spay/Neuter and Wellness Clinic, 
located at 2989 Centerpointe East Drive 
in Prescott, provides low cost spay/neuter 
surgeries and vaccinations!  Surgeries 
are performed by appointment only, on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, and our low-
cost vaccination day takes place every 
Friday, with no appointment necessary! 
For information on spaying or neutering 
your pet, please contact us at 
928-771-0547.

Our Thrift Store is located at 1601 
Iron Springs Road in Prescott and is 
the perfect place to fi nd great deals 
and support us at the same time!  All 
proceeds from sales directly benefi t 

     YAVAPAI HUMANE SOCIETY:   Caring for animals          isn’t just what we do, it’s who we are 
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Yavapai Humane Society.  Store hours are 
Monday through Saturday from 9am-
5pm and donations accepted during 
those hours.  For more information, 
please call at 928-445-5668.

Yavapai Humane Society’s Equine Center 
is located in Chino Valley at 3731 N Road 
1 W.  Our Equine Program is an adoption-
focused program for horses in need of 
rehabilitation. Every horse receives health 
care and training prior to being made 
available for adoption. We are a member 
of the Equine Welfare Data Collective 
and in 2019 received the Grand Prize in 
ASPCA’s Help A Horse Home Challenge 
winning $35,000! This nationwide 
competition for equine rescues and 
shelters is designed to increase adoptions 
of equines around the country. Winners 
were scored based on their increase in 

adoptions from the previous year, along 
with the quality of their promotional 
content and campaigns on social media. 
More than 170 groups nationwide 
participated, and we are honored to have 
won the grand prize! We also hosted a 
BLM adoption event in 2019, where all 
records were broken for wild horses and 
burros being adopted during a single 
adoption event! For more information on 
our Equine Center, call 928-515-4947
and schedule an appointment. 

To learn more about us and our services, 
including our Pet Guardianship program 
and leaving us in your will or estate, visit 
yavapaihumane.org, and be sure to 
follow us on Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter.

     YAVAPAI HUMANE SOCIETY:   Caring for animals          isn’t just what we do, it’s who we are By: Loree Walden ~ Marketing Mgr ~ 
Yavapai Humane Society
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The PRESCOTT VALLEY CARES

COMMUNITY CALENDAR    EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 
PRESCOTT ELKS LODGE 
BINGO
Every Wednesday & Friday
Time: Doors Open at 4pm
Bingo Starts at 5:30
Location: 6245 E. 2nd Street 
Prescott Valley

FRIDAY NIGHT BARN DANCE
Date: Sept 3rd – Thru Oct 31st
Time: 6pm
Location: Mortimer Farms Dewey.
Info: Detail 30.00 includes chef 
prepared dinner https://www.
mortimerfarmsaz.com/

YAVAPAI DOWNS 
Date: Open through Sept 15th 
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
Time: Open at 9am- Races start at 
2:30pm
Cost: Admission is free.

PATRIOT WEEK & 
HEALING FIELD
Date: September 4-11th
Location: Civic Center Campus
7501 E. Skoog Blvd
Cost: Free
Come honor fi rst responders, who 
have lost their lives protecting others.

BLESSING OF THE FIELD 
CEREMONY OF THE HEALING 
FIELDS AND CONCERT
Date: September 5th 
Time: 5:30 pm
Location: 7501 E. Skoog Blvd
Cost: Free
HIGH DESERT BRASS CONCERT TO 
FOLLOW ON THE LAWN. Bring your 
lawn chairs.

THE PATRIOT RUN
Date: September 11th
Time: 6am
Location: Civic Center
Info for registration:
https://patriotrunpv.com

9/11 HONOR THOSE WE LOST
Date: Sept 11
Time: 6pm
Location: Civic Center
Info: Ceremony honoring those we lost 
on 9/11.

EQUIFEST
Date: Sept 17
Time: 8am -12 noon
Location: Olsen’s Arena
344 AZ-89, Chino Valley
Info: Sponsor Olsen’s Saddle Series 
Barrel Racing.

FRIDAY NIGHT BARN DANCE
Date: Sept 3rd – Thru Oct 31st
Time: 6pm
Location: Mortimer Farms Dewey.
Info: Detail 30.00 includes chef 
prepared dinner https://www.
mortimerfarmsaz.com/

GOLD FEVER DAY
Date: September 25th
Time: 9am-8pm
Location: Fain Park Prescott Valley
Cost: Admission is Free-Gold panning, 
historical reenactments, fi shing, food, 
arts and craft vendors, music, and 
western entertainment.

RUN FOR THE HILL OF IT
Date: Sept 25th
Time: 6am-1pm
Location: 3475 N Castle Dr
Prescott Valley
Info: Walk, Run 5K for more information 
see the Prescott Valley Parks and Rec 
website at : pvaz.net

OCTOBER
PRESCOTT ELKS LODGE 
BINGO
Every Wednesday & Friday
Time: Doors Open at 4pm
Bingo Starts at 5:30
Location: 6245 E. 2nd Street Prescott 
Valley

PRESCOTT AREA ARTIST 
STUDIO TOUR
Dates: Oct 1-3
Time: 10am-4pm
Locations: Vary Info:  Featuring over 
100 artists throughout the Prescott/
Quad-City area, the Tour will offer 
attendees an opportunity to visit 
with the artists, observe the creative 
process, and purchase one-of-a-kind 
works of art. 
www.PrescottStudioTour.com

FRIDAY NIGHT BARN DANCE
Date: Sept 3rd – Thru Oct 31st
Time: 6pm
Location: Mortimer Farms Dewey.
Info: Detail 30.00 includes chef 
prepared dinner 
www.mortimerfarmsaz.com

PRESCOTT VALLEY CAR 
CRUISE
Date:  Oct 7,14,21 Thursday nights
Time: 3-7 pm
Location: Culver’s Ice Cream
Info: All cars of all years, makes and 
models are welcome! Fun for the 
whole family!

PUMPKIN FESTIVAL AND 
CORN MAZE
Date: Through Oct 31st Every day
Time: 9am-6pm
Location: Mortimer Farms
Info: $14.00 admission family fun with 
tons of activities. 
www.mortimerfarmsaz.com

SAFE TRICK OR TREAT
Date: October 31st
Time: 4pm-7pm
Location: Findlay Toyota Center 3201 N 
Main St
Sponsor: Early Birds Lions Club. 
Info: Open to kids of all ages. Come 
into a safe environment to Trick or 
Treat.
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The PRESCOTT VALLEY CARES

COMMUNITY CALENDAR    EVENTSof
NOVEMBER
PRESCOTT ELKS LODGE 
BINGO
Every Wednesday & Friday
Time: Doors Open at 4pm
Bingo Starts at 5:30
Location: 6245 E. 2nd Street Prescott 
Valley

PRESCOTT VALLEY CAR 
CRUISE
Date:  Nov 4,11,18,25th Thursday nights
Time: 3-7 pm
Location: Culver’s Ice Cream
Info: All cars of all years, makes and 
models are welcome! Fun for the 
whole family!

FLYING HIGH TURKEY DRIVE
Date: Nov 22nd
Time: 12-6pm
Location: Fry’s on Glassford Hill
Info: Help us provide turkeys and all 
the trimmings for those less fortunate 
in our community.

VALLEY OF THE LIGHTS
Date: Nov 25th – Dec 30th
Time: 6-10pm
Location: Fain Park
Cost: Donation only

STROLL THROUGH THE VAL-
LEY OF THE LIGHTS. WALK-
ING TOUR ONLY
Date: November 30th
Time: 6-9pm
Location: Fain Park
Info: Walk the mile of lights and see 
Santa. Donations greatly appreciated.

DECEMBER 
PRESCOTT ELKS LODGE 
BINGO
Every Wednesday & Friday
Time: Doors Open at 4pm
Bingo Starts at 5:30
Location: 6245 E. 2nd Street Prescott 
Valley

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS AND 
PARADE
Date: Dec 3rd
Time: 5-7PM
Location: Civic Center
7501 Skoog
Info: Join us for a great night of music 
and the lighting of the Civic Center. 
Cost is free, come and enjoy family fun.

MORTIMER FARMS CHRIST-
MAS FESTIVAL
Dates: Dec 1st – Dec 24th
Time: 9am-6pm
Location: Mortimer Farms
Cost: 15.00

PRESCOTT VALLEY CAR 
CRUISE
Date:  Dec 2,9,16,23rd Thursday nights
Time: 3-7 pm
Location: Culver’s Ice Cream
Info: All cars of all years, makes and 
models are welcome! Fun for the 
whole family!

AKER NIGHT MUSICAL 
SHOW CASE DOWNTOWN 
PRESCOTT
Date: Dec 10th
Time: 5:30-8:30
Location: Downtown Prescott.
Info: Music in the Streets of Prescott. 
Along with being a fun, family friendly 
tradition. Acker Night combines 
participating downtown businesses 
with the support of hardworking 
musicians who donate their time and 
talents.  Their mutual goal is to keep 
music alive and thriving for the youth 
of Prescott.

BOOT DROP
Date: Dec 31st
Time: 10pm and Midnight
Location: Downtown Prescott.
Info: Who needs New York when we 
have our very own boot drop. Come 
downtown and enjoy New Year’s Eve.

JANUARY
PRESCOTT ELKS LODGE 
BINGO
Every Wednesday & Friday
Time: Doors Open at 4pm
Bingo Starts at 5:30
Location: 6245 E. 2nd Street Prescott 
Valley

PRESCOTT VALLEY CAR 
CRUISE
Date:  Jan 6,13.20,27th Thursday nights
Time: 3-7 pm
Location: Culver’s Ice Cream
Info: All cars of all years, makes and 
models are welcome! Fun for the 
whole family!

ICE SKATING AT THE 
FINDLEY TOYOTA CENTER
Dates: January all month long
Times: 3-8:30pm
Location: Findley Toyota Center 3201 N. 
Main Street 
Info: $6.00 for adults and $4.00 for 
children

POLAR SPLASH 2021
Date: Jan 9th
Time: 8am
Location: Mountain Valley Park 8600 E. 
Nace Street
Info: Games and Activities, Polar 
Princess Contest for the Hairiest man, 
Duck Slide Race and Polar Plunge.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO 
SAFEWAY MANAGEMENT 
AND TEAM FOR BEING A 
WONDERFUL PARTNER IN 
OUR COMMUNITY.**
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ANIMAL DISASTER SERVICES

We are now a privately funded non-
profi t 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 
We have three response locations 
in Prescott, Camp Verde, and Black 
Canyon City in order to respond to any 
fi re locate in Yavapai County. We have 

approximately 30 active volunteers that 
are trained and experienced. Recently 
our volunteers were trained and certifi ed 
in Pet First Aid and CPR in order to 
make sure we are well equipped to 
handle any situation that may arise in an 
already chaotic condition.

We are deployed by Yavapai County 
Emergency Management to shelter 
pets during an evacuation, either due 
to fi re, fl ood, or any other disaster or 
emergency.

Animal Disaster Services (ADS) sets up 
a temporary shelter, usually next to 
American Red Cross during evacuations. 
We like to be near the Pet Parents, so 
they are assured their loved pets are 
well taken care of and they are able to 
visit, walk their dogs. Our Volunteers 
are there to feed, give medication (if 

needed), play with the cats, and let 
them out to get some exercise in a 
dedicated room just for them.

In 2019 the president and board of 
directors changed. Becky Salazar, 

ADS was founded in 1999; it was the 
idea of the then head of Emergency 
Management, Nick Angelillo. He 
was an animal lover and concerned 
about pets during fi res, so he took 
his idea out to the community 
looking for help.

Clear Choice
Hearing Solutions
BEST PRACTICES FOLLOWED 
Comprehensive Hearing 

Evaluation • Managed Care 
Programs Available • Unbundled
Pricing (Lower Cost) • Hearing 
Aid Reprogramming Services

������������������������������
����������
���	

Call or email for appointment:
(928) 830-9101

CCHearingSolutions@Yahoo.com 

3131 N. Robert Road, #3 Prescott Valley
CCHearingsolutionsaz.com



13

A Shelter for Your Pets During an Evacuation

former president had been working 
tireless since 2008 and decided to 
retire. Lynn Passfi eld, a volunteer since 
2017 saw the value and need of Animal 
Disaster Services and agreed to become 
president. The current Offi cers and Board 
of Directors are all dedicated volunteers 
who love animals and want to help in 
case families need to be evacuated from 
their homes. Many of our volunteers have 
at one time been evacuated and not 
known what to do with their animals; so, 
we all have a heart and understanding 
for families who are displaced.

Some evacuations we have been 
deployed to, these are just the big fi res, 
of course we have responded to many 
smaller ones as well:

Lane 2 fi re, Crown King, 2008

Gladiator fi re, Crown King, 2012

Doce fi re, 
Williamson Valley, 
2013

Yarnell Hill fi re, 
Yarnell, exactly 1 
week after the Doce 
fi re

Black Canyon City 
fl ood, 2010

Black Canyon City 
fl ood, 2014

Yarnell fi re, Yarnell again, 2016

Cordes Lakes fi re, Cordes Lakes, 2016

There was a Black Canyon City fi re 
somewhere around this time also.

Goodwin fi re, Mayer, 2017

We have grown tremendously in all 
this time. We have gone from a small 
group of community volunteers to a 
well-trained organization contributing a 
needed service. We are always looking for 
dedicated volunteers and sponsors. We 
cannot do this without the community’s 
help.

If you would like more information, 
please visit our website at: 
www.animaldisasterservices.com or 
feel free to contact Lynn Passfi eld at 
(928) 499-8857. Our mailing address is: 
6101 N Rim Dr., Prescott Valley, AZ 86314

Remember – Take your 
pets with you!
We would love to hear from you.
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MATFORCE Asks Community for Help to Stop Illegal          Fentanyl from Hurting Our Communities and Harming Our Children

Review a business
              at bbb.org.

Better Business Bureau
213 Grove Ave., Prescott, AZ 86301
928-772-3410  |  yavapai-info@arizonabbb.org

bbb.org

Working closely with the Overdose 
Fatality Review Board (OFRB), 
MATFORCE has kept a running total of 
fentanyl overdose deaths in our county 
since 2016. As of June 2021, that number 
totaled almost 60 people. 

MATFORCE Executive Director Merilee 
Fowler spoke about this alarming trend. 
“This number represents our children, 
spouse, friends, and coworkers. It is 
heartbreaking to hear of even one person 
losing their life to substance use. It is 
unconscionable to know that almost 60 
people in our community have lost their 
lives to fentanyl, and that 10 of those are 
teens.” 

2018 was the fi rst year that the OFRB 
recorded an overdose death of 
someone younger than 20 years old. 
Since then, ten teens have died from a 
fentanyl overdose. Two of those deaths 
were 14-year-olds.

As alarming as this trend is, our 
community leaders have already begun 
to act. Law enforcement in Yavapai 
County has seized tens of thousands 
of counterfeit pills laced with fentanyl 
bound for our communities. MATFORCE 
has worked with over 30 substance 
use prevention coalitions from across 
Arizona in a fi rst-of-its-kind effort to 
save lives in Arizona. Coalition leaders 

As an anti-drug organization, MATFORCE volunteers and 
staff are the boots-on-the-ground when it comes to youth 
substance use prevention in Yavapai County. Consequently, 
we hear the real-life stories from the community, often 
before it reaches the media. We take these stories as 
seriously as we do the annual data that comes from State 
and National agencies because we understand that for 
every data point there is a human story.

This is very much the case in our latest education and 
public awareness campaign on fentanyl. 
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Asks Community for Help to Stop Illegal          Fentanyl from Hurting Our Communities and Harming Our Children

created a toolkit to aid communities in preventing and 
reversing overdoses. The toolkit contains educational 
materials and resources that can be customized for each 
community the coalition serves.

MATFORCE and other community organizations also offer 
free naloxone kits and training on how to use it. Naloxone 
is the lifesaving prescription drug that can reverse an 
opioid overdose in the body. Most law enforcement 
agencies in our county carry naloxone in their vehicles. The 
number of lives officers have saved deploying naloxone are 
countless. 

As MATFORCE continues to educate and raise awareness 
about substance use issues in our community, we are 
asking for help from the community to stop fentanyl now. 
Here are 4 ways community members can help stop this 
deadly trend.

• Educate yourself about fentanyl. Visit  
OpioidOD.com for more information on this  
deadly drug.

• Talk to your family, friends, and children often. It’s 
not a one-time conversation. Visit TalkNowAZ.com 
to view more resources and tips on how to talk to 
your children about drugs. 

• Know where to get help in your community.  
For more information and resources go to  
OpioidOD.com.

• Commit to carrying naloxone. MATFORCE is a 
community distribution site for naloxone.  
Contact MATFORCE today at (928) 708-0100 
or info@matforceaz.org to learn more or visit 
NaloxoneAZ.com.
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HEALING FIELD OF FL AGS

What the Healing Field Means . . . 

Town Councilmember Mary Mallory 
spearheaded the effort to bring a Healing 
Field of fl ags to the Town of Prescott 
Valley in September 2012. That year, 1,200 
fl ags fl ew at the Civic Center grounds. 
The community rallied behind the effort 
and in September 2013, 3,000 fl ags 
commemorated the lives lost in the Sept. 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

It began as a simple way for one person 
to visualize and comprehend the sheer 
enormity of human loss that occurred 
in the terrorist attacks of September 

11, 2001. But, as hundreds of volunteers 
gathered to help, it soon became 
evident that something much more was 
emerging. It became a personal gesture 
of support, a tangible expression of 
mourning, honor, and a very real healing 
experience.

Everyone is welcome to walk amongst 
the fl ags and read the bio tags. Salute, 
or pray or pay tribute for each person 
who is being represented by one of the 
fl ags. Count each of the boots, whether 
it be fi refi ghters, police or military. 
Find each of the teddy bears on the 
fl ags of the children who perished 

on the airplanes. Each fl agpole bears 
information about the victims of the 
attacks. Many visitors have found the 
names of friends and family, and others 
have come to pay their respects to the 
victims and the fi rst responders who gave 
their lives trying to rescue them.

What are all the fl ags about?

A tradition stretching over 8 years, Prescott 
Valley’s Healing Field® display draws area 
resident of Northern Arizona together 
in a memorable and inspiring tribute 
to the victims of the terrorist attacks of 
September 11th of 2001.  

This display of nearly 3,000 U.S. fl ags 
creates an atmosphere of optimism and 
healing, which must be experienced in 

This year marks the 20th Anniversary of the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001, on America.

Serving Yavapai County for over 55 years
445-1341 • 775-4066

Complete
     Ophthalmology
          Services

R Rummel Eye Care, P.C.
RUMMEL OPTICAL

445-1341 • 775-4066445-1341 • 775-4066445-1341 • 775-4066
www.rummeleyecare.net
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person to be truly appreciated. All are 
invited to visit the display at the Prescott 
Valley Town Center, which will run from 
Friday, September 10th through Friday, 
September 17th of 2021. You will be 
amazed to see this touching experience.

The Healing Field is installed by 
community volunteers, fi refi ghters, police 
and Town of Prescott Valley staff, and 
stays up around the clock for the entire 
Patriot Week each September. This year, 
the fl ags will go up on September 10, and 
will be on display through September 17. 

Healing Field Events

On Saturday Sept. 11 at 7 a.m. the annual 
Patriot Run will help to raise money for 
the Central Arizona Honor Guard. 

A Blessing of the Field ceremony will 
take place the same day at 10 a.m. at the 
Amphitheater. That evening at 6 p.m., the 
Town will present a ceremony honoring 
those who lost their lives on 9/11/2001. 

On Tuesday, September 14 at 6pm, local 
youth choirs and bands will present a 
patriotic concert on the stage. 

Be sure to take time during the week to 
visit and remember. For more information: 
https://www.healingfi eldpv.com/

1601 Iron Springs Rd.
Prescott

(928) 445-5668

1625 Sundog Ranch Rd.
Prescott

(928) 445-2666

Adoptions

3731 N. Rd. 1 W 
Chino Valley

(928) 515-4947

Equine Center

1625 Sundog Ranch Rd.
Prescott

928-445-2666

Lost & Found

2989 Centerpointe 
East Dr. Prescott
(928) 771-0547

Spay/Neuter & 
Wellness Clinic

Thrift Store
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VARSITY FOOTBALL

Aug 25 @ Combs AWAY 6:00 pm

Sep 3 @ Seton Prep AWAY 7:00 pm

Sep 10 @ Estrella Foothills AWAY 7:00 pm

Sep 17 vs. Cactus HOME 7:00 pm

Sep 24 @ Youngker AWAY 7:00 pm

Oct 1 vs. Mingus Union HOME 7:00 pm

Oct 8 vs. Tempe HOME 7:00 pm

Oct 15 vs. Lee Williams HOME 7:00 pm

Oct 22 @ Flagstaff AWAY 7:00 pm

Oct 29 vs. Coconino HOME 7:00 pm

Nov 5 @ Prescott AWAY 7:00 pm

Sep 8 @ Estrella Foothills AWAY 6:00 pm

Sep 15 vs. Cactus HOME 6:00 pm

Sep 22 @ Youngker AWAY 6:00 pm

Sep 29 vs. Mingus Union HOME 6:00 pm

Oct 6 vs. Tempe HOME 6:00 pm

Oct 13 @ Lee Williams AWAY 6:00 pm

Oct 20 @ Flagstaff AWAY 6:00 pm

Oct 27 vs. Coconino HOME 6:00 pm

Nov 3 @ Prescott AWAY 6:00 pm
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Aug 17 Multi-Meet HOME 2:00 pm

Aug 24 Multi-Meet AWAY 2:00 pm

Aug 31 Boys Golf Multi-Meet HOME 2:00 pm

Sep 7 Boys Golf HOME 2:00 pm

Sep 14 Boys Golf AWAY 2:00 pm

Sep 21 Boys Golf AWAY 2:00 pm

Sep 28 Boys Golf HOME 2:00 pm

Aug 23 Girls Golf HOME 3:00 pm

Aug 25 Girls Golf AWAY 3:00 pm

Sep 1 Girls Golf HOME 3:00 pm

Sep 8 Girls Golf HOME 3:00 pm

Sept 15 Girls Golf HOME 3:00 pm

Sept 22 Girls Golf AWAY 3:00 pm

Sept 29 Girls Golf HOME 3:00 pm

8118 E Hwy 69 
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314

ebaile@farmersagent.com

928-772-8233

Auto • Home • Life • Business
Motorcycle • RV • Boat

Erik Baile Agency
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Charity Publishing, LLC is proud to produce Chino Valley Cares. If you wish to advertise, please call Dawn at 928-583-7071.
We are now in both print and online: Charity-Publishing.org and info.charitypublishing@gmail.com.




